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1. Introduction

This guide provides an overview to Writing Roadmap ™. Steps for using essay prompts
and instructional tools to practice, improve, and automatically score your writing are
provided here. This guide should be reviewed prior to writing and scoring an essay.

Objectives

After reviewing this guide, participants will be able to:

Describe the Writing Roadmap program.

Practice logging into the Writing Roadmap site.

Recognize features of the Student Module Interface.

Use each feature of the Student Module Interface effectively.
Practice writing an essay.

Practice scoring an essay.

Practice logging out from the Writing Roadmap site.

N o gk~ oD

Each of these objectives is related to specific skills and knowledge you will need to use
Writing Roadmap efficiently. A Glossary is located at the end of this guide.

Description

Writing Roadmap is an Internet-based tool that supplements a teacher’s classroom
instruction by helping you practice and improve your writing skills in an electronic
environment. Special tools, such as the Tutor and Hint generator, make this learning tool
very effective. When finished editing and rewriting, you submit your final essay version
for automatic scoring. A bar graph report and explanation then shows you how you
performed on key dimensions of writing skill along with your overall writing
performance.

2. Login Function

Starting the Writing Roadmap Program

1. Launch your Internet Browser.
2. Type: www.writingroadmap2.com, then click on enter.

Accessing Student Browser Login (Normal Access)

1. Click on the Student Browser Login
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https://launchbmt.com/

Writing Roadmap 2.0 Launch Sites

j Teacher/Administrator Login

Z4l Student Browser Login

Q Secure Student Login

no

Type in Login: [Provided by Teacher]

3. Type in Password: [Provided by Teacher]. Login and Password not case
sensitive.

4. Click Login to begin.

Student Login

Login: ||

Password: |

| = Exit | | ilLDgin |

5. For a brief overview, read the Welcome Student screen. Then click Continue.

Welcome Demo Student

You will be writing your essay today in several sections. In
each essay section you can receive feedback using these

buttons:
| Hint | Click to receive writing tips.
‘ 2] Tutor ‘ Click to check spelling and grammar.

| Thesaurus | Click to see synonyms,

| m Tree | Click to view grammar tree.

To view comments from your teacher, click the Comments
tab in the upper right hand corner of the screen.

To view your entire essay, click the View Essay tab in the
upper right hand corner of the screen.

After completing your essay, submit it for scoring by
pressing the Score Essay tab in the upper right hand
corner of the screen.

6. Read your Essay Topic and click Continue.
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Essay Topic

Suppose a new student came to your school from a
different state. Think of information and advice you could
give this student to help him or her get settled, do well in
school, make friends, and stay out of trouble. Also, tell
what you would do to make the new student feel
welcomed. Write your advice to this new student.

Continue =

Accessing Secure Student Login (Internet Explorer)

1. Click on Secure Student Login to launch a new window in secure full-screen
mode, which disables commonly-used keystroke commands (except
Ctl+Alt+Del).

Writing Roadmap 2.0 Launch Sites

J Teacher/Administrator Login

,ﬁ Student Browser Login

,ﬁ Secure Student Login

2. The first time you click on Secure Student Login, you will receive a one-time
prompt to Install the Secure Browser Control. Click on Install. The plug-in will
install in the background.

Internet Explorer - Security Warning g|

Do you want to install this software?
Marme: Secure Browser Control
Publisher: _Bookette Software Compan

Mare aptions Install ] I Don't Install

‘while Files Fram the Internet can be useful, this file type can potentially harrm
wour computer, Only install software From publishers wou trust, What's the risk?

3. Click on Log in Again.

Writing Roadmap™ Student Guide



Exit Options

Close Window Bookmark Log In Again

4. You will arrive at the login screen. Login as you would through Normal Access.
All commonly-used keystroke commands (except Ctl+Alt+Del) will be disabled
now. There will be no need for additional downloads the next time you access the
Secure Student interface.

Student Login
Site Code: |

Username: |

Password: |

| = Exit | | ilLugin |

3. Student Module Features

Introduction

The Student Module Features have three main components. Each one supports and guides
both you and your teacher in the writing process. When you enter your essay, you can
receive immediate support and feedback. You simply click on the section you wish to
work in and type the text directly into the space provided in each section. If you are in the
midst of rewriting, you can save and close this program until you are able to continue
writing and/or editing. When you are sure that you are finished with your rewritten and
edited essay, you then submit your final version for automatic scoring. The Structured
Writing Interface provides:

e A full, on-demand, support system that guides your writing process.

e Organization of each essay by sections.

e Promotion of well-organized text.

e Immediate feedback and support.

e A place to receive direct suggestions, comments, and corrections from your teacher
on your written work, and a place to revise, edit, and then re-score your work, all
electronically.
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Navigation Bar

4

Structured Wiiting Inferface

IHNE ROADMAP2s £ Fmrar { raaznar  Yiaw \ Score
A 339y A CommaniaN g Fazay Close

Suppose anew shudent came to your school from a different state. Think of information and advice you could give this
student to help him or her get settled, do well in school; make friends; and stay out of trouble. Also, tell what you would
do to make the new student feel welcomed, Write your advice to this new student,

The Hew kid I Schac] ) mint
:1 Tutor
B Thesaures

3] tree

Instructional Support Features

Navigation Bar

The Navigation Bar has four separate sections that you and your teacher will use in the
writing process.

| VEUCHET, f Viaw 32979 \
m, Commanis N/ 3339y / "Elosa A\

e Enter Essay is used for you to develop your ideas and create the essay.

e Teacher Comments is used to provide you written instruction, feedback, and
guidance before, during or after the development of the essay.

e View Essay allows you to view the entire essay without any section breaks.

o Score/Close allows you to save and close your essay or submit the essay for
scoring.

Structured Writing Interface

A teacher can choose to assign an essay in Multiple or Single section(s).

The example below shows an essay assigned in Multiple sections. Click on the section to
be developed and begin writing.
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Suppose & new sludent came to your school Inom a dilferent state, Think ol infoemation snd adice you eould give this
student Lo heldp him or ler gel settled, do well in school, make friends, and stay out of Lrouble, Alss, bell whal you would
ey Lo miakee Lhe v shodient Teel welcomed, Write your advice Lo Lhis rew sbudent,

The Hew kid In Sctoct 3] viem

Hey. [hear wou're new. Don't weery, wou're ngood hasds. By anme = chebea, and Pes o freshimon Rere of Clads Mgh Twe got some El T
bdeas to Relp wou sorames fis conny begh sobo ol First of ol f pos plancing bo play a spor, grodes aee Enportant. You noust e pasang bo be 2] .

=hgeble, 5o reserve b to study ard do your hemeworc Luach is an bour 5o pou will have tieze bo do extra wosk f1en. Second, avod e o
Lat hall i A budding, That's whene Mrs. Garcia stands and catthes you doung anythung wrong.

Tug i yos hemg arvend with fhe ngh pecple and make good chodces, oo should aot havs ang peoblems. Br Lampeey 15 an awsome El il
aeography honoes tsackher Hopefils, i will get bire Blaybe pouT be insome of my classes) I wou ane gou and me con shudy sogether. His 2'
bests sears fo be pretiy dificok. buk if's af abook keeowng the matersad and how bo stody. E' Tukor

cl wou do B make the pew student feel weloomed?

There are many resourans b eal, aod wooll make Mznds sanly Cal phoaes i dlowed on camngus as leag as they ace fomed oF dung EI
sehoid Do woo have o cell phore. There i o student Sors o buddieg & Thas alot of good s For sale ke condy bars sad macks. Ifs 2|
open dunag hirch and after schoal The prices are good, 5o

In corclumon, porll 32 great bere af Clark:. The paople are fiendy, the teacher are graat, sod yon leam things while yoo'me having iim E]
Hope b see wou arcucd!

This is an example of an essay assigned in a Single section.

Littering can be a problem. Some places look bad because there is a lot of trash ying around. If people did not litter, there would be less trash, Write an
essay to corvince people not to litter. Your writing should be comAncing.
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Instructional Support Features

When teachers are assigning an essay, they have the option to provide you with four
instructional support features. If made available, these tools are displayed to the right of
each section as you develop the essay. These features provide support and guidance
during the writing process. When you are developing any given part of the essay, simply
click on one of these icons to use these support features.

Hint The Hint section coaches you on how to respond in a specific essay section
| Tutor and how to improve an essay.

Thesaurus  The Tutor gives you feedback by section and by sentence, and suggestions
m Tree for grammar and syntax improvements.

The Thesaurus provides synonyms for specific words.

The grammar Tree diagrams sentences, identifying basic grammatical components of a
sentence.

Hint Icon

The Hint icon provides suggestions for the particular introduction or body section of the
essay that you are developing.

X

& good introduction will tell the main ideas about your topic. It

will get someone interested in reading the rest of your paper to
learn more about your ideas. For this topic, it would be good to
remind readers of the situation - giving advice to a new student.

For this type of writing, an introduction is usually one paragraph.
& paragraph is usually at least three sentences that are all about
the same thing. For example:

Hey, there! You're the new kid, aren't you? I'm going to give you
some advice to help you get settled, do well in school, make
friends, and stay out of trouble. I will also try to help you feel
welcomed, Believe me, I know about this school, and you would
be smart to listen to this information and to follow my advice.

I this part of your answer, which is part of the "body" of your
witing, you should give advice. The advice should be about
doing well in schoal, making friends, and staying out of frouble,
The detailz might include information about how to get good
grades, which rules are mast strictly enforced, and things that
will help the new student fit in well with the ather students,
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Tutor Icon

In this is a sample introduction to an expository essay, the student completed the
introduction part and clicked on the Tutor icon. The tutor will analyze the section and
provide immediate feedback to the student.

The illustration below shows one sentence highlighted in blue, (indicating concerns with
sentence structure, syntax, lexicon, and other types of mechanics) and one word
highlighted in red (indicating (a) misspelled word(s).

Hey, I hear you're new. Don't worry, you're in good hands. My name is Chelsea, and I'm a freshman here at [~ Hint

Clark High. I've got some ideas to help vou survive this crazy high school. First of all, if you planning to play a ] Tutor

sport, grades are important. You must be passing to be eligable, so reserve time to study and do your [zl

homework. Lunch is an hour so you will have time to do extra work then. Second, avoid the last hall in A | ivant fesdback on your essay?
building. That's where Mrs. Garcia stands and catches you doing anything wrong. =l 3 tree

To use this feature the student simply:
1. Develops the essay’s section
Clicks on the Tutor icon
Receives a prompt telling the student the section is being reviewed
Sentences and words that have problems will be color-coded.

The student will use the mouse to highlight the color-coded text and then will
use the right click function of the mouse to display the suggestion box.

6. Highlighted words (in red) are revised in the same manner; highlight the word
and use the right click function of the mouse.

7. A dialogue box (spelling list) will display and show the correct spelling of the
highlighted word. Spelling errors are corrected before grammatical errors.

S R

eligible
reliable
liable
eligibles
reliables
weighable
livable
likable
believable
fellable

8. Right mouse click on sentences that are color-coded blue to display a dialog
explaining the problem.

Writing Roadmap™ Student Guide 8



The word {is) is a verb in the third person singular. Check
its agreement in number with its subject. Rule 2: the verb
agrees with the subject(s) in number and in person.

Counter examples: he love his cat / they wants more / you
was right

Correct examples: he loves his cat / they want more / you
were right

Suggestion: Change (is] to are.

| lf] Tree | %7 Ignore

Thesaurus Icon

This function provides synonyms to words you have highlighted. It can replace the
original word with the referenced word or it can cross reference additional synonyms
from related words that are similar but not the same as the original word highlighted.

To use the Thesaurus icon:

1. Simply highlight any word with the mouse.
Click on the Thesaurus icon (a small window will appear).
Choose the word or related word you’d like to reference by clicking on it.
An additional window will appear with a variety of synonyms to choose.
Choose the word by simply double clicking on the word with the mouse.
The display below is a partial list for the word difficult.

IS

-
e

adverse
arduous
hothersome
burdensome
cantankerous
complex
complicated
contrary
cumbersome

Tree Icon

This function provides you with the ability to decode, analyze, and modify any given
sentence contained within the body of the essay.
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e Highlight any sentence you’d like to diagram, and click on the Tree icon.
e The Sentence Workshop window will appear.

e Detailed View will diagram the sentence, identifying the different components to
the sentence, such as the noun(s), verb(s) adjective(s), adverb(s), pronoun(s), and
the like.

e Modify any part of the sentence and view the update within Sentence Workshop
by clicking on the update tree button.

e Upon finishing the analysis place the modified sentence back into the essay by
clicking on the update essay button.

Writing Sentence Workshop

If you are, you and me can study together. [
LI <) Update Tree
= Cancel | | =] Detailed View | | E Update Essay |

4. Enhanced Accessibility Mode

If you have been administered an essay in the Enhanced Accessibility Mode, the
following features will be available to you:

e High color contrast

e Ability to navigate with keyboard only (without use of a mouse)
e Ability to zoom (up to 4x magnification)

e Text to speech reader compatibility

The next 2 following screens depict the high contrast and zoom features available in this
mode.

Writing Roadmap™ Student Guide 10



Suppose a new student came to your school from a different state. Think of information and advice you
could give this student to help him or her get settled, do well in school, make friends, and stay out of
trouble. Also, tell what you would do to make the new student feel welcomed. Write your advice to this
new student.

work and you are ready to ]
score, click Score.

« If you wish to save your
work and exit without
scoring click Close.

« Otherwise, click Cancel and
continue writing.

- T T
{ Cancel Close Scornr_
- e e i e

The Tab function allows you to maneuver to the next Section without using a mouse.

Writing

Suppose a new student came to your school from a ¢
could give this student to help him or her get settled
trouble. Also, tell what you would do to make the ne
new student.

K 5
Ctrl+Z launches the Zoom function. To return to normal view, enter Ctrl+Z again.
5. Revise Essay

Go through each section of the essay and practice revising the story. Add new sentences
and try out the various tools described above. Then proceed to the next section.

Writing Roadmap™ Student Guide 11



6. Score Essay

The scoring feature has two primary functions, which can be employed at any time while
using Writing Roadmap. The first purpose is to have your completed essay submitted for
scoring and assessment, the second is to save the work, enabling you to return and finish
at a later point in time.

Using the Navigation Bar, choose the tab labeled Score/Close.

\ . ) Y
ETEEY; VEELHER IET _Score
3339y LOTMENYS] 3339y Close

A pop up window appears, choose the appropriate option.
e Choose Close to save the work in progress and return to finish it at a later time.
e Choose Score to have the essay submitted for grading/assessment.
e Choose Cancel to return to the essay.

Score & Close Options

« If you have checked your work and you are
ready to score, click Score.
@ « If you wish to save your work and exit
without scoring click Close.
« Otherwise, click Cancel and continue
writing.

Writing

= Cancel Close =] Score
| |[ Nclose || |

Upon choosing Score, a window will appear showing the results of the submitted essay.
The assessment is based on a four or six point rubric scale with seven different
components analyzed and scored.

Feedback for each component is provided both in graphic and narrative interface. The
graphics are shown as a bar graph, while the narrative is displayed in small text boxes.
To display the text boxes, simply drag the curser anywhere on each of the seven
displayed bar graphs; a small text box will be displayed interpreting the score for that
specific section.

An asterisk by a score should be a flag to teachers that that score does not instill the same
level of confidence that another essay may incur. Essays are first scored against the main
scoring model, then against a second validation model. If the scores are off by more than
1 point, the essay is flagged with an asterisk to alert teachers (see example below).

Writing Roadmap™ Student Guide 12



Ideas And
Content

Organization

Voice

Waord Choice (|88

Fluency |58

Conventions 85

Holis i I —__— .0
Score

0 1 2 3 4 S

(* Indicates the score needs teacher review )

6

Additional feedback is provided in the Narrative Feedback section where specific
feedback can be viewed.

This response is an average length response for a strong essay.

« Your response in the " Introduction - Explain the situation." section of your essay is strong.

¢ Your response in the " The advice you would give: What would you tell the new student?" section of your
essay is below average.

+ Your response in the " What would you do to make the new student feel welcomed?" section of your
essay is about average.

+ Your response in the " Conclusion” section of your essay is strong.

Your essay shows a strong use of vocabulary. -

A 3

If your teacher has chosen to enable the Iterative Writing Mode, you can Score your
essay to see you are doing, and then return to it to revise without sending it on to your
teacher.

If this feature is disabled, when you hit Score/Close, you will receive your automatic
score and your completed essay will be submitted to your teacher as well.

7. Logout Function
Logging out of Writing Roadmap

Click on the Score/Close tab found on the navigation bar.
Two options are given to either score the essay or save and close it.
Choosing the close tab will automatically save the essay and log you out.

Choosing the Score tab allows you to view the graphic and narrative interface,
with the option to print or close.

5. Choose close and the program will automatically save the information and log
you out.

M ownp e
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8. Glossary

Analytic Scores

Automatic Scoring

Basic Functions

Essay

Glossary

Hint

Holistic Score

Instructional
Features

Sentence
Workshop

Spell Checker

Structured Writing
System

Thesaurus

Tree

Tutor

Computes six analytic scores in the areas of Ideas and Content,
Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Fluency, and Conventions.

Computes a holistic score as well as six analytic scores in the areas
of ldeas and Content, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Fluency,
and Conventions.

The student’s structured writing interface has four functions; i.e.,
Enter Essay, Teacher Comments, View Essay, and Score/Close
sections.

A written composition divided into five sections; i.e., title,
introduction, two body paragraphs, and conclusion.

Defines selected terms used in this guide.

Suggestions of how to respond in a specific essay section or how to
improve an overall essay.

A comprehensive score.

Hint, tutor, thesaurus, and grammar tree features available to Support
to assist a student improve writing.

Used to help and conclude modifying any part of a sentence.

Automatically indicates misspellings and provides alternatives.

Prearranged screen components that include basic essay sections,
instructional support features, and a navigation bar.

Lists the minimum hardware and software requirements for
Requirements the program.

A language guide that provides synonyms for cited words.

Diagrams basic grammatical components of a sentence, such as
noun(s), verb(s) adjective(s), adverb(s), pronoun(s), and the like.

Individualized feedback by section and by sentence and general
tutorial on grammar and syntax mechanics.

Writing Roadmap™ Student Guide 14
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